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LA 5272 Parcel 223 
Excess Parcel 
Ron Bales, INDOT-Environmental Services Division 

 
Parcel 223 is a wooded lot. The only items that might be present on this parcel are utility poles and lines, and wire fences. We do not 
think that this parcel contains any historic sites or structures or that its sale will impact any historic properties. No further above-
ground work is recommended prior to the sale of the parcel. 
 
INDOT-CRO personnel who meet the Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards as per 36 CFR Part 61 completed a 
Phase Ia archaeological investigation of this parcel (Coon, December 17, 2021). Site 12-Sj-599 was newly recorded as a result of the 
investigation. This site consists of a low density unidentified prehistoric lithic scatter and a 19th century historical artifact scatter. 
This site is recommended to be ineligible for the NRHP and it is recommended that the sale of this parcel be allowed to proceed as 
planned. 
 
SHPO concurred on March 17, 2022. 
 
 
 

Check all 
that apply 

Exemption 
number Project type 

 1 Pipe culvert replacement 

 2 Bridge painting 

 3 Mowing 

 4 

Installation, modernization or maintenance of signs, traffic signals, 
pavement markings, highway lighting, and channelization within the 
existing right-of-way 

 5 Patching and crack sealing of roadway surfaces 

 6 Resurfacing existing pavement 

 7 Guardrail and fence installation or repairs 

X 10 
Right-of-way abstracting, engineering appraising, property management 
and administration 

 11 Landscaping and erosion control 

 12 
 Safety projects such as pavement grooving, flare screen, safety barriers, 
and energy attenuators 

 13  Addition or reconstruction of railroad crossing protection 

 15 
Reconstruction or replacement of an existing bridge crossing a stream, 
railroad, or roadway 

 16 
Addition of special facilities to an existing highway for the exclusive use 
of buses 

 17 
Slide correction measures which are not emergencies but are necessary 
to preserve the highway facility 

 18 

Modernization of an existing highway by widening less than a single line 
(sic.) width, adding shoulders, adding auxiliary lanes for climbing, turning 
or weaving, and correcting substandard curves and intersections 

(Please check all that apply) 
 
 
_X_This project is to receive no federal funding, permits, approval that would lead to NEPA requirements. 
_X_This project does not qualify as a “Major state action as defined under 327 IAC 11-3-4.  
_X_ Furthermore, this action fails to meet the definition of “Significantly affecting the quality of the human environment” as defined 
in 327 IAC 11-3-6.   
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LA 5272 Parcel 223 
Excess Parcel 
Ron Bales, INDOT-Environmental Services Division 

These conclusions were ascertained by a study of the work type (as listed above) and the accompanying documentation. 
  __X__ INDOT approved Red Flag Investigation 
  __X__ Historical/Archeological Survey  
  __X__ Other 
 
I have reviewed the documented information and attest to the validity of this exemption based on current knowledge of the project 
and the existing known environment. Pursuant to 327 IAC 11-3-4, this exemption does not qualify as a “Major state action” and does 
not significantly affect the quality of the human environment. Therefore, the Responsible Official for INDOT, as defined in 327 IAC 
11-3-5, does not need to approve this exemption. 
 
 
 
 
Ronald Bales 
Environmental Section Manager  
Greenfield District 
Indiana Department of Transportation 

 
 



Appendix A:

Cultural Resources (Section 106)



 

 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 

Daniel W. Bortner, Director 

 

 

 

 

The DNR mission: Protect, enhance, preserve and wisely use natural, 

cultural and recreational resources for the benefit of Indiana’s citizens  

through professional leadership, management and education. 

 

www.IN.gov/DNR 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology ∙ 402 W. Washington Street, W274 ∙ Indianapolis, IN  46204-2739 
Phone 317-232-1646 ∙ Fax 317-232-0693 ∙ dhpa@dnr.IN.gov ∙  

 

 

 

March 17, 2022 

 

 

 

Matt Coon, Ph.D. 

Cultural Resources Office 

Indiana Department of Transportation 

100 N. Senate Avenue, Room N-758ES 

Indianapolis, Indiana  46204 

 

 

Stage Agency:  Indiana Department of Administration (“IDOA”),  

 and Indiana Department of Transportation (“INDOT”) 

 

Re:   Project information, and archaeological records check and Phase Ia field reconnaissance survey 

report (Coon, 02/07/2022), for the INDOT disposal of Excess Parcel No. 223 (LA Code 5272), 

associated with US 31 improvements (DHPA No. 28808) 

 

Dear Dr. Coon: 

 

Pursuant to Indiana Code 14-21-1-14, the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and 

Archaeology (“DNR-DHPA”) has reviewed your review request submittal form, with enclosures, dated and received February 15, 

2022, for the above indicated project in Centre Township, St. Joseph County, Indiana. 

 

Based on the information you provided, it does not appear that Excess Parcel No. 223 (LA Code 5272), located on the east side of 

US 31 south of Kern Road, contains a structure that could be eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places 

(“NRHP”) or the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and Structures (“IRHSS”). 

 

Additionally, based on the documentation available to Indiana DNR-DHPA, we have not identified any currently known 

archaeological resources listed or eligible for inclusion in the NRHP or IRHSS within Excess Parcel No. 223 (LA Code 5272).   We 

concur with the opinion of the archaeologist, as expressed in the archaeological records check and Phase Ia field reconnaissance 

survey report (Coon, 02/07/2022), that archaeological site 12-Sj-0599—which was identified during the archaeological 

investigations—does not appear to be eligible for inclusion in the NRHP, and that no further archaeological investigations appear 

necessary at Excess Parcel No. 223 (LA Code 5272). 

 

Accordingly, we do not believe that Excess Parcel No. 223 (LA Code 5272), in Centre Township, St. Joseph County, contains a 

historic site or historic structure. 

 

If any archaeological artifacts, features, or human remains are uncovered during construction, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 

& 29) requires that the discovery must be reported to Indiana DNR-DHPA within two (2) business days. In that event, please call 

(317) 232-1646. 

 

Additionally, we note that the archaeological site survey record form associated with these archaeological investigations (i.e., the 

form for archaeological site 12-Sj-0599) was submitted to the Indiana DNR-DHPA SHAARD system database.  This form has been 

reviewed and approved. 

 

 



Matt Coon, Ph.D. 
March 17, 2022 
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If you have further questions regarding this determination, please contact our office. Questions about archaeological issues should 

be directed to Wade T. Tharp at (317) 232-1650 or wtharp1@dnr.IN.gov. Questions about historic buildings or structures pertaining 

to this project should be directed to Danielle Kauffmann at (317) 232-0582 or dkauffmann@dnr.IN.gov. Additionally, in all future 

correspondence regarding the above indicated project, please refer to DHPA No. 28808. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

Beth K. McCord 

Director 

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 

 
BKM:DMK:WTT:wtt 

 

emc: Anuradha Kumar, INDOT 

 Matt Coon, INDOT 

 Mary Kennedy, INDOT 
 Susan Branigin, INDOT 

 Steve Harless, IDOA 

 Danielle Kauffmann, Indiana DNR-DHPA 
 Wade T. Tharp, Indiana DNR-DHPA 

 

 





Please review the enclosed archaeological report and advise us of its acceptability and recommendations. If 
there are any questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact Matt Coon or Mary Kennedy of this 
section at 317-697-9752 or 317-694-3607, respectively. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Anuradha Kumar 
Cultural Resource Manager 
INDOT Cultural Resources Office 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
 
AK/MSC/MEK/msc 
 
emc: INDOT Office of Environmental Services, Cultural Resource Office project file. 
 
 
 





    

      

       

     

   

  



  

            
                

               
             

                
      

           
            

         

             
     

    

              
          

     
     

    
    

    
    

   
    

 





An Archaeological Records Check and Phase Ia Reconnaissance 
Survey for US 31 LA Code 5272 Excess Parcel 223, St. Joseph 

County, Indiana

Matt Coon, 
Principal Investigator 

Signature:_____________________________________ 

Prepared for: 

Ron Bales, INDOT Environmental Services 
100 North Senate Avenue, Room N643 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

December 7, 2021 

Cultural Resources Office 
INDOT Environmental Services 
100 North Senate Avenue, Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
317-233-2083



i 

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

 INDOT proposes the sale of excess parcel 5272-223, which was acquired in association with 
US 31 construction (Des. No. 9904300 and 9904310). INDOT has determined that this surplus 
land will not be needed for right‐of‐way or other transportation purposes within a reasonable 
time in the future. 

 The proposed sale of this excess land is not a federal undertaking, and therefore Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act does not apply. However, archaeological investigation 
is required under IC 14-21-1-14, which outlines duties upon proposed transfers of property by 
the State. Under this statute, properties must be inspected for the presence of significant historic 
sites or structures before they are transferred out of State ownership. 

 A Phase Ia field reconnaissance survey of the parcel was conducted in November of 2017 
and September of 2019. The survey was conducted to identify any archaeological resources 
present within the project area and to assess their significance in terms of meeting the criteria for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The Phase Ia field investigations were 
performed in accordance with the 2019 “Guidebook for Indiana Historic Sites and Structures 
Inventory – Archaeological Sites” issued by the Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology and with INDOT’s Cultural Resources Manual. All aspects of the Phase Ia 
investigations and the subsequent report preparation were conducted by a qualified professional 
archaeologist meeting the standards set forth by the U.S. Department of the Interior outlined in 
36 CFR Part 61 and 66, and the Secretary of the Interior’s “Guidelines for Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology” (48 FR 44716) and 312 IAC 21.  

 One archaeological site, 12Sj599, was newly recorded as a result of the investigation. This 
multicomponent site consisted of a low density unidentified prehistoric camp site and a scatter of 
mid-19th century artifacts. Due to a lack of a clear historic context and limited information 
potential, the site is ineligible for the NRHP. Therefore, no additional investigation is 
recommended before the parcel is transferred out of state ownership. 
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 INDOT proposes the sale of excess parcel 5272-223, acquired in association with US 31 
improvements (Des. No. 9904300 and 9904310). INDOT has determined that this surplus land 
will not be needed for right‐of‐way or other transportation purposes within a reasonable time in 
the future. 
 
 A Phase Ia field reconnaissance survey of the parcel was conducted in November of 2017 
and September of 2019. The survey was conducted in order to identify any archaeological 
resources present within the project area and to assess their significance in terms of meeting the 
criteria for listing in the NRHP. The Phase Ia field investigations were performed in accordance 
with the 2019 “Guidebook for Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory – Archaeological 
Sites” issued by the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology and with INDOT’s 
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Cultural Resources Manual. All aspects of the Phase Ia investigations and the subsequent report 
preparation were conducted by a qualified professional archaeologist meeting the standards set 
forth by the U.S. Department of the Interior outlined in 36 CFR Part 61 and 66, and the Secretary 
of the Interior’s “Guidelines for Historic Preservation and Archaeology” (48 FR 44716) and 312 
IAC 21.  
 
 One archaeological site, 12Sj599, was newly recorded as a result of the investigations. This 
site consisted of an ephemeral unidentified prehistoric camp site and a 19th century historical 
scatter that has been disturbed by tree clearing for a utility corridor. Due to a lack of a clear 
historic context and limited information potential, the site is ineligible for the NRHP. Therefore, 
no additional investigation is recommended prior to transfer out of state ownership. 
 



Appendix B:

Red Flag Investigation





�����������	�
������������������������������

���� !"�#$"#�%�" &'%� �(�!#)) �*��+,-./0-1201-3��456789:;�:<;�5=>?;@�AB�7:;>C�AB�8A58;@5�BA=56�D7:<75�EFG�>7H;�956�95�;IJH959:7A5�D<K�L:<;�5;9@;C:�7:;>M�;98<�7:;>�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=C�D7HHND7HH�5A:�7>J98:�:<;�C=?O;8:�J9@8;HLCMF��4B�:<;@;�9@;�5A�7:;>CP�JH;9C;�756789:;�QNRS�T;H7U7A=C�V987H7:7;C� W� T;8@;9:7A59H�V987H7:7;C� �X �R7@JA@:C� �X � Y7J;H75;C� Z�[;>;:;@7;C� \� T97H@A96C� �X �]ACJ7:9HC� �X � @̂97HC� Z�_8<AAHC� �X � `959U;6�a956C� �X �bIJH959:7A5S�T;H7U7A=C�V987H7:7;CS�̂DA�LcM�d;H7U7A=C�e987H7:7;C�9@;�HA89:;6�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=CF�̂<;�5;9@;C:�d;H7U7A=C�e987H7:K�7C�HA89:;6�9JJ@AI7>9:;HK�EFfg�>7H;�CA=:<�AB�Y9@8;H�ccfF�QA�7>J98:�7C�;IJ;8:;6F�����[;>;:;@7;CS�̂<@;;�LfM�h;>;:;@K�78A5C�9@;�HA89:;6�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=CF�̂<;�5;9@;C:�h;>;:;@K�7C�HA89:;6�9JJ@AI7>9:;HK�EFij�>7H;�CA=:<;9C:�AB�Y9@8;H�ccgF�QA�7>J98:�7C�;IJ;8:;6F��Y7J;H75;CS�k5;�LiM�l7J;H75;�C;U>;5:�7C�HA89:;6�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=CP�9JJ@AI7>9:;HK�EFcg�>7H;�;9C:�AB�Y9@8;H�ccgF�QA�7>J98:�7C�;IJ;8:;6F@̂97HCS�k5;�LiM�m@97H�C;U>;5:�7C�HA89:;6�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=CP�9JJ@AI7>9:;HK�EFii�>7H;�;9C:�AB�Y9@8;H�ccgF�QA�7>J98:�7C�;IJ;8:;6F��`959U;6�a956CS�QA�>959U;6�H956C�D;@;�76;5:7B7;6�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=CF�QA�7>J98:�7C�;IJ;8:;6F�n "%���%!o#�$%!�" &'%� �(�!#)) �*�n.03-��3/p1-23/�456789:;�:<;�5=>?;@�AB�7:;>C�AB�8A58;@5�BA=56�D7:<75�EFG�>7H;�956�95�;IJH959:7A5�D<K�L:<;�5;9@;C:�7:;>M�;98<�7:;>�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=C�D7HHND7HH�5A:�7>J98:�:<;�C=?O;8:�J9@8;HLCMF��4B�:<;@;�9@;�5A�7:;>CP�JH;9C;�756789:;�QNRS�Qq4rYA75:C� �X � [959H�TA=:;Cr]7C:A@78� �X �s9@C:�_J@75UC� �X � Qq4rq;:H956C� Zt�[959H�_:@=8:=@;Cr]7C:A@78� �X � a9u;C� vw�QY_�QT4�a7C:;6� �X � VHAA6JH975rxV4T̀ � �X �Qq4ra75;C� Z� [9y;�b5:@958;�x;5C7:K� �X �4xb̀ �;fEf6�a7C:;6�_:@;9>C�956�a9u;C�L4>J97@;6M� �X � _75u<AH;�R@;9C� �X �T7y;@C�956�_:@;9>C� v� _75u75Ur_:@;9>�z9C75C� �X �bIJH959:7A5S�Qq4ra75;CS�k5;�LiM�Qq4ra75;�C;U>;5:�7C�HA89:;6�D7:<75�:<;�EFG�>7H;�C;9@8<�@967=CP�9JJ@AI7>9:;HK�EFjc�>7H;�5A@:<�AB�:<;�C=?O;8:�J9@8;HCF�QA�7>J98:�7C�;IJ;8:;6F���



�����������	�
������������������������������

���� !�"#$�%& �"'!(�%���#�)*+�,��� �"#$�-& �"'�!�.'�#&!�" ��/01"&�$�2�&3�#�&3��456�'�/��!�" 13� "$�7!5�83��#�" �!&�-& �"'�!�.'�#&��!�/01"&�$�"99 0:�'"&�/;�45<=�'�/���"!&�0>�?" 1�/�<<@5�A0��'9"1&��!��:9�1&�$5��ABCDB�&/"#$!(�E�>&��#�)F6+�ABCDB�&/"#$�90/;.0#!�" ��/01"&�$�2�&3�#�&3��456�'�/��!�" 13� "$�7!5�83��#�" �!&�ABCDB�&/"#$�90/;.0#��!�/01"&�$�"99 0:�'"&�/;�454*�'�/��#0 &3�0>�&3��!7GH�1&�9" 1�/!5�A0��'9"1&��!��:9�1&�$5��IJ"K�!(�L110 $�#.�&0�"�M00./��N"9� ����2O�!���#�)*+�P"K��90/;.0#!O�0#��)F+�7#'"99�$�"#$�!�:�)Q+�'"99�$O�" ��/01"&�$�2�&3�#�&3��456�'�/��!�" 13� "$�7!5�83��#�" �!&�P"K���!�7#'"99�$�"#$�/01"&�$�2�&3�#�&3��#0 &3� #�90 &�0#!�0>�G0&3�!7GH�1&�9" 1�/!5�A0��'9"1&��!��:9�1&�$R�302��� O�90&�#&�"/�G7;� !�!307/$�G���#>0 '�$5STUVWXYZ[�VTZV�U\SW[VT]�̂S__VT]�:̀9/"#"&�0#(�83��!7GH�1&�9" 1�/!�" ��/01"&�$�2�&3�#�&3��%07&3�a�#$�)%&5�b0!�93�c07#&;+�d G"#�e�$�L �"�a07#$" ;�)dLa+5�A0��'9"1&��!��:9�1&�$R�302��� O�90&�#&�"/�G7;� !�!307/$�G���#>0 '�$5���fVT̂g�_Z_\TVW[S_�\h�SW[ZT̂gVW[XWi�̂S__VT]�:̀9/"#"&�0#(�83��!7GH�1&�9" 1�/!�" ��#0&�/01"&�$�2�&3�#�&3��j" !&�k�'0 "#$7'�0>�d#$� !&"#$�#.�)kld+�?0&�#&�"/�j" !&�E�"&7 �!���.�0#5��A0��'9"1&��!��:9�1&�$5��_XWXWi�VW[�_XWZTVm�Znom\TVgX\W�gVUmZ�VW[�̂S__VT]�_pqpqrs_pqtuvw�Zxywzuv{pzq�C#$�1"&��&3��#7'G� �0>��&�'!�0>�10#1� #�>07#$�2�&3�#�456�'�/��"#$�"#��:9/"#"&�0#�23;��"13�)&3��#�" �!&��&�'+��&�'�2�&3�#�&3��456�'�/��!�" 13� "$�7!�2�//|2�//�#0&��'9"1&�&3��!7GH�1&�9" 1�/)!+5��C>�&3� ��" ��#0��&�'!O�9/�"!���#$�1"&��A|L(�?�& 0/�7'�B�//!� WsV� k�#� "/���!07 1�!� WsV�k�#�!�}�%7 >"1�� WsV� k�#�!�}�d#$� . 07#$� WsV�:̀9/"#"&�0#(�A0�k�#�#.~k�#� "/�̀:9/0 "&�0#�>�"&7 �!�2� ���$�#&�>��$�2�&3�#�&3��456�'�/��!�" 13� "$�7!5�



�����������	�
������������������������������
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Appendix C:

Parcel Documentation



 
 

 

Section 2, Township 36N, Range 2E  

 

 
 

5272-223, US 31, St. Joseph’s County 
 
















